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Commencement Speaker, ISA President, Mr. Vicente Tiu, Vice-Chairman of the
Board of Trustees, Mr. Venido Pefia , Officers and member of the Board of Trustees
of lloilo Scholastic Academy, ISA facilitators, Parents, ISAers, Ladies and Gentlemen:

Good Afternoon.

Graduation ceremony has always been appropriately called as ‘Commencement
Exercises’. Because we believe, every ending germinates a new beginning. Many
people want to live in the past, because in the past everything has been done, people
are no longer haunted by uncertainty; uncertainly is often dreadful, and future is full
of uncertainty.

But no matter how uncertain is the future, it is the only place where we can
explore more opportunities and find more meaning in life. The past is done, no
amount of wealth can change the past. Some corrupt powerful persons might succeed
in concealing their past ugly deeds, but they can never bring back the past and change
what has been done.

In its truest sense, the past does not belong to you and me as individuals, it
belongs to the collective human race, the past belongs to history.

Dear ISAers, you might have earned quite a few medals, but you know the
excitement won’t last, because you are fully aware that after a short-lived euphoria,
you need to attend to something truly belongs to you, the future.

Dear ISAers, more particularly the candidates for graduation, | believe,
Life Is Fair. Commencement exercises once again reminds you, and perhaps all of us
here including your parents, that each one, and no one else, is making his own future.
It is not your past that determines your future, it is you.

As what Theodore Roosevelt once said: “Whenever you are asked if you can do
a job, tell them, “Certainly | can!” Then get busy and find out how to do it.” That’s it.
He did not say, ‘Wait, | check first what | have accumulated from the past and let me
think if I can do it.”

My dear ISAers, always keep in mind even the well-known ISA philosophy ‘I
am, | can’ is not in past tense. Thank you.



